
1 	 Try a New Genre 
	 Encourage children to develop an 

interest in a variety of genres such  
as adventure, mystery, fantasy  
and poetry.

2 	 Word Games for Everyone 
	 Lead by example — exercise your 

mind by doing crossword puzzles, 
word jumbles and word searches. 
Play board games as a family to 
develop vocabulary skills.

3 	 Current Events 
	 Encourage family members to 

develop a habit of reading and 
discussing items from the daily 
newspaper to keep up-to-date on 
what is happening around the world.

4 	 Transitions Tunes 
	 Sing with young children every day 

to help them make tr/uo(y)20( )]TJ
ET
EMC 
/Span <</M9 M0(v)1



24 	 Look for Letters
	 Point out letters and simple, familiar 

words in books and signs. Help your 
child read his name or write it with 
crayons or magnetic letters.

25 	 Record Read-Alouds
	 It’s fun for a child to see and hear 

himself reading a favorite story. 
Have him read into a recorder or 
take a video of the activity.

26 	 Did you Like the Book?
	 Let your child know it’s okay if he or 

she doesn’t like a particular book. 
Use a not-so-great selection as an 
opportunity to understand more 
about reading skills and preferences.

27 	 Make Time for Questions
	 If your child asks questions while 

you read, smile! That means he is 
very engaged with the story. Stop 
and answer any questions.

28 	 Take a Picture Walk
	 Talk about the book before you read 

it. Show the cover and ask what 
the book is about. Talk about the 
author. Flip through the book, look 
at the pictures together, and talk 
about what’s on the jacket flaps.

29 	 Read it Again (and Again!)
	 Reread books to build self-confidence.

30 	 Wordless Wonders
	 Include a wordless picture book 

in your next stack from the library. 
Wordless books make for great 
conversation.

31 	 Read Together
	 Have fun. Smile and enjoy the story. 

Read with a slow, relaxed voice and 
be expressive.

32 	 Don’t Just Talk
	 Take time to listen to your child.

33 	 Listen Up!
	 Help your child listen to an audio 

book today! 

34 	 Kitchen Table Printing Press
	 Encourage your child to make his or 

her own book and read it to a family 
member or friend. 

35 	 Share a Favorite Poem
	 Read a poem from a poetry book 

for children.

36 	 Relax with Reading
	 Make questions about reading 

conversational and a natural part of 
the reading process. Be positive and 
encouraging to your youngster and 
reward him whenever he tries hard. 

37 	 Sound it Out!
	 If your child gets stuck on a word 

while reading, help but don’t tell! At 
least not a first. Encourage your child 
to look at the first letter or letters, 
and match a sound to the letters. 

38 	 Nonfiction Options
	 Include nonfiction in your stack of 

library books. Try to include different 
types of nonfiction books including 
biographies, travel books, or a 
reference book.

39 	 Family Book Night
	 You may have heard of a Family 

Game Night, why not Family Book 
Night? Have each family member 
talk about their favorite book or the 
book they’re reading right now.

40 	 Animated Reading
	 The more animated you are when 

you read, the better your child will 
follow the story.

41 	 Re-Read a Favorite Book


