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resolution. it moves toward a 
resolution.   

Detailed 6.RL.4 identifies the literal 
meaning of simple 
words and phrases as 
they are used in a text.  

distinguishes between 
literal, figurative, and 
connotative meanings of 
words and phrases as 
they are used in a text; 
identifies the impact of 
specific word choice on 
meaning and tone.  

determines the meaning 
of words and phrases 
as they are used in a  
text, including figurative 
and 
connotative meanings; 
analyzes the impact of 
specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 

analyzes the meaning of 
words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, 
including figurative and 
connotative meanings, 
and assesses their 
effectiveness; evaluates 
the impact of specific 
word choice on meaning 
and tone.   

Detailed 6.RL.5 identifies a particular 
sentence, chapter, 
scene, or stanza that 
contributes to the 
overall structure of a 
text.   

describes how a 
particular sentence, 
chapter, scene, or 
stanza contributes to 
the overall structure and 
development of a text. 

analyzes how a 
particular sentence, 
chapter, scene, or 
stanza fits into the 
overall structure of a 
text and contributes to 
the development of the 
theme, setting, or plot. 

articulates why the 
author includes a 
particular sentence, 
chapter, scene, or 
stanza, and analyzes 
how it affects the overall 
structure of a text and 
contributes to the 
development of the 
theme, setting, or plot 
throughout the text.  



English Language Arts 
Grade 6 

3 

story, drama, or poem 
and listening to or 
viewing an audio, video, 
or live version of the 
text.   

or poem to listening to 
or viewing an audio, 
video, or live version of 
the text.   

or poem to listening to 
or viewing an audio, 
video, or live version of 
the text, including 
contrasting what s/he 
“sees” and “hears” when 
reading the text to what 
s/he perceives when 
listening or watching. 

experience of reading a 
story, drama, or poem 3
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Reading: Informational Text 

Detailed 6RI.1 loosely refers to the text 
to support analysis of 
what the text says 
explicitly. 

identifies textual 
evidence that supports 
analysis of what the text 
says explicitly. 

cites textual evidence to 
support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

applies strong textual 
evidence in supporting a 
complex inference or 
analysis of the text. 

Detailed 6.RI.2 identifies a central idea 
of a text; provides a 
basic list of events in a 
text. 

identifies a central idea 
of a text; provides a 
simple summary of a 
text distinct from 
personal opinions or 
judgments. 

determines a central 
idea of a text and how it 
is conveyed through 
particular details; 
provides a summary of 
the text distinct from 
personal opinions or 
judgments. 

evaluates central ideas 
and how they are 
conveyed through 
particular details; 
provides a 
comprehensive 
summary of a text 
distinct from personal 
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specific word choice. 

Detailed 6.RI.5 locates a particular 
sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section that 
contributes to the 
development of the key 
ideas of a text.  

explains how a 
particular sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, or 
section contributes to 
the overall structure of a 
text and contributes to 
the development of the 
ideas.    

analyzes how a 
particular sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, or 
section fits into the 
overall structure of a 
text and contributes to 
the development of the 
ideas. 

articulates why the 
author uses a particular 
sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section, and 
analyzes how it affects 
the overall structure of a 
text and contributes to 
the development of the 
ideas.   

Detailed 6.RI.6 identifies an author’s 
explicit point of view or 
purpose in a text. 

identifies an author’s 
point of view or purpose 
in a text and  identifies 
an example of where it 
is conveyed in the text.  

determines an author’s 
point of view or purpose 
in a text and explains 
how it is conveyed in 
the text. 

analyzes an author’s 
point of view and 
purpose in a text; 
provides textual 
evidence to show how 
the author's point of 
view and purpose are 
conveyed in the text.   

Detailed 6.RI.7 identifies key 
information presented in 
different media or 
formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as 
in words.   

integrates information 
presented in different 
media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively) 
as well as in words to 
show a partially 
developed 
understanding of a topic 
or issue.   

integrates information 
presented in different 
media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively) 
as well as in words to 
develop a coherent 
understanding of a topic 
or issue. 

evaluates and 
synthesizes information 
presented in different 
media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively) 
as well as in words to 
develop a 
comprehensive  
understanding of a topic 
or issue. 

Detailed 6.RI.8 identifies specific 
claims, reasoning, and 
evidence in a text. 

determines the 
argument and specific 
claims, reasoning, and 
evidence in a text. 

traces and evaluates 
the argument and 
specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims 

traces and evaluates 
the argument and 
specific claims in a text, 
analyzing how the 
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Writing 

Detailed 6.W.1 writes arguments to 
support claims. 
 
a. introduces claim(s). 
 
b. supports claim(s) with 
reasons, using sources 
or non-textual evidence 
and demonstrating a 
basic understanding of 
the topic or text. 
 
c.  uses words, phrases, 
and clauses to state the 
claim(s) and reasons. 
 
d. uses an informal 
style. 
 
e. provides a concluding 
statement or section 
that illogically follows 
from the argument 
presented. 

writes arguments to 
support claims with 
clear reasons and  
evidence. 
 
a. introduces claim(s) 
and organizes the 
reasons and evidence 
with purpose. 
 
b. supports claim(s) with 
reasons and evidence, 
using appropriate 
sources and 
demonstrating a general 
understanding of the 
topic or text. 
 
c. uses words, phrases, 
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type a minimum of three 
pages in a single sitting. 

keyboarding skills to 
type three or more 
pages in a single sitting. 

Detailed 6.W.7
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Listening
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Language 

Detailed 6.L.1 demonstrates basic 
understanding of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage when writing or 
speaking:  inconsistently 
uses pronouns in the 
correct case; 
inconsistently 
recognizes 
inappropriate shifts in 
pronoun number and 
person; and identifies 
some variations from 
standard English, using 
basic strategies to 
improve expression in 
conventional language. 

demonstrates 
understanding of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage when writing or 
speaking: ensures that 
pronouns are in the 
proper case; uses 
intensive pronouns; 
recognizes 
inappropriate shifts in 
pronoun number and 
person; recognizes 
vague pronouns; and 
identifies variations from 
standard English and 
uses strategies to 
improve expression in 
conventional language. 

demonstrates command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking: ensures that 
pronouns are in the 
proper case; uses 
intensive pronouns; 
recognizes and corrects 
inappropriate shifts in 
pronoun number and 
person; recognizes and 
corrects vague 
pronouns; and 
recognizes variations 
from standard English 
and uses strategies to 
improve expression in 
conventional language. 

demonstrates strong 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage when writing or 
speaking: ensures that 
pronouns are in the 
proper case; uses 
intensive pronouns; 
recognizes and corrects 
inappropriate shifts in 
pronoun number and 
person; and recognizes 
and corrects vague 
pronouns; and identifies 
variations from standard 
English and uses 
specific strategies to 
significantly improve 
expression in 
conventional language.  

Detailed 6.L.2 demonstrates a limited 
understanding of the 
conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing: 
inconsistently uses 
punctuation (commas, 
parentheses, dashes) to 
set off 
nonrestrictive/parentheti
cal elements; spells 

demonstrates an 
understanding of the 
conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing: 
generally uses 
punctuation (commas, 
parentheses, dashes) to 
set off 
nonrestrictive/parentheti
cal elements; spells 

demonstrates command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling  when writing: 
uses punctuation 
(commas, parentheses, 
dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/parentheti
cal elements; spells 
correctly. 

demonstrates strong 
and strategic command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling  when writing: 
uses punctuation 
(commas, parentheses, 
dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/parentheti
cal elements; spells 
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phrase.  preliminary 
determination of the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase. 
 

Detailed 6.L.5 


