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There is an alarming trend in many places to eliminate gifted education programs in the 
mistaken belief that all students are best served in heterogeneous learning environments. 
Educators have been bombarded with research that makes it appear that there is no benefit to 
ability grouping for any students. However, the work of many researchers (Allan, 1991; 
Feldhusen, 1989; Fiedler, Lange, & Winebrenner, 1993; Kulik and Kulik, 1990; Rogers, 1993) 
clearly documents the benefits of keeping gifted students together in their areas of greatest 
strength for at least part of the school day. Research also shows that all students, including 
average and below average students, benefit when gifted students are placed in their own cluster 
(Gentry, 1999; Brulles, 2005). 
 
What Does Cluster Grouping Mean? 
A group of identified gifted students are clustered in a mixed-ability classroom. The teacher has 
had training in how to teach exceptionally capable students. If there are more than six-eight 
gifted students, two or more clusters could be formed.  High-average students are then placed 
into classrooms without the gifted clusters to balance out the classes in every grade.   
 
Isn't Cluster Grouping The Same As Tracking? 
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understand and accept their learning differences if there are others just like them in the class. 
Finally, scheduling out-of-class activities is easier when the resource teacher has only one cluster 
teacher's schedule with which to work.   
 
 
What Are The Learning Needs of Gifted Students? 
Since these students have previously mastered many of the concepts they are expected to “learn” 
in a given class, a huge part of their school time may be wasted.  They need exactly what all 
other students need: consistent opportunity to learn new material and to develop the behaviors 
that allow them to cope with the challenge and struggle of new learning.  It is very difficult for 
such students to have those needs met in heterogeneous classes. 
 
Is
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grouping allows educators to come much closer to providing better educational services for 
groups of students with similar exceptional learning needs. In non-cluster classrooms, teachers 
report they are able to pay more attention to the special learning needs of those for whom 
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