
‭Sunset Ridge School‬

‭Cynthia Davies Third Grade Syllabus Expectations‬

‭Parent Involvement is all about the children. Participation in your child’s education is proven‬
‭to boost his or her achievement in school. We are committed to treat parents as partners while‬
‭keeping lines of communication open and focused on the needs of your child. Mutual trust‬
‭and respect between parents and teachers is required to maintain a positive learning‬
‭experience at any school. We believe that your trust in Sunset Ridge is required to ensure your‬
‭child’s success.‬

‭Cynthia Davies‬

‭Arizona State University-M.Ed.-Elementary Education‬

‭University of Wisconsin-Madison-B.S.-Graphic Design‬

‭CURRICULUM‬
‭Third grade Writing:‬

‭1.‬ ‭Personal narrative‬
‭2.‬ ‭Letter (correspondence)‬
‭3.‬ ‭Descriptive essay‬
‭4.‬ ‭Narrative essay‬
‭5.‬ ‭Argument/Persuasive essay‬
‭6.‬ ‭Expository/Informational essay‬
‭7.‬ ‭Argument/Opinion essay‬
‭8.‬ ‭Informational/Research essay‬
‭9.‬ ‭Poem‬
‭10.‬‭Imaginative essay‬

‭Third grade Reading modules:‬
‭1.‬ ‭What a Character‬
‭2.‬ ‭Use Your Words‬
‭3.‬ ‭Let Freedom Ring‬
‭4.‬ ‭Stories on Stage‬
‭5.‬ ‭Teamwork‬
‭6.‬ ‭Animal Behaviors‬
‭7.‬ ‭Make a Difference‬
‭8.‬ ‭Imagine! Invent!‬
‭9.‬ ‭From Farm to Table‬
‭10.‬‭Tell a Tale‬



‭Third grade Math Units:‬

‭Unit 1‬‭3 Digit numbers:place value, addition and subtraction‬
‭Unit 2‬‭Multiplication and Division concepts, relationships and patterns‬
‭Unit 3‬‭Multiplication: finding area, solving word problems using scaled graphs‬
‭Unit 4‬‭Fractions: equivalence and comparison, measurement and data‬
‭Unit 5‬‭Measurement: time, liquid, volume and mass‬
‭Unit 6‬‭Shapes: attributes and categories, perimeter and area and partitioning‬

‭Social Studies chapters:‬
‭1.‬ ‭Chapter 1 Communities in our Country and World‬
‭2.‬ ‭Chapter 2 The Community and Its Environment‬
‭3.‬ ‭Chapter 3 People and Communities‬
‭4.‬ ‭Chapter 4 Communities Change Over Time‬
‭5.‬ ‭Chapter 5 American Citizens, Symbols and Government‬
‭6.‬ ‭Chapter 6 Economics of Communities‬

‭Science Units:‬
‭1.‬ ‭Unit 1 Light‬
‭1.‬ ‭Unit 2 Sound‬
‭2.‬ ‭Unit 3 Earth Systems‬
‭3.‬ ‭Biosphere‬
‭4.‬ ‭Structure/Function‬
‭5.‬ ‭Stimulus/Response‬

‭▪‬ ‭DVUSD Math Resources for Parents‬
‭▪‬ ‭DVUSD English Language Arts Resources for Parents‬
‭▪‬ ‭DVUSD Social Studies Resources for Parents‬
‭▪‬ ‭DVUSD Science Resources for Parents‬

‭COMMUNICATION‬
‭Parent communication-email or phone‬
‭cynthia.davies@dvusd.org‬‭or (623)445-7890‬

‭● Staff website:‬‭Sunset Ridge Website‬

‭Please schedule specific times to meet with me, as we need time to communicate‬
‭effectively. I often have professional duties directly before and after school hours.‬
‭Please understand that I will not be able to meet or discuss issues while I am‬
‭teaching or supervising students. However, I will contact you as soon as I can.‬
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‭● The primary purpose of assessment and grading is to provide detailed feedback to inform‬
‭and support student learning.‬
‭● Learning is a process that takes place over time and at different speeds for different‬
‭students.‬
‭● PowerSchool is an essential resource for parents and students. It is not only a tool for‬
‭communication regarding grades, it is a resource for our students and parents to check‬
‭progress, missing work, and what is being taught/learned regularly. Please ensure that you‬
‭and your child have access (separate accounts) and even sign up for the app and push‬
‭notifications or weekly email updates as an option in‬‭PowerSchool.‬

‭●‬ ‭Student’s will be given a SSR Student Planner to write down all their‬
‭assignments for the day. Students will also color in their agenda the color from‬
‭their behavior chart and parents need to initial their planners daily.‬

‭MEANINGFUL GRADE ENTRIES‬

‭Teachers are expected to enter a meaningful grade for each student in the electronic gradebook‬
‭on a regular basis so that students, parents, and support staff can better monitor student progress.‬
‭A meaningful grade is a grade entry for an assessment or coursework that measures learning‬
‭standards.  The frequency of entering meaningful grades is as follows:‬

‭●‬ ‭Classes that typically meet 4-5 days per week = at least 1 meaningful grade each week‬
‭●‬ ‭Classes that typically meet 2-3 days per week = at least 1 meaningful grade every other‬

‭week‬
‭●‬ ‭Classes that typically meet 1 day per week = at least 1 meaningful grade every 3rd week‬

‭At least one meaningful assessment/assignment grade entry must be entered each week, but an‬
‭entry that impacts the course grade must be entered at least every 2 school weeks (every 3rd‬
‭week for classes meeting once per week).‬

‭Grade Scales‬

‭3-12 Grade Scale‬
‭Students in 3rd through 12th grades �䐀儀䰀儀䨀  ‬fereuk‬

https://ps.dvusd.org/public/


‭Students in 3rd through 12th grades will receive marks for their overall performance in‬
‭each course of study using the following letter grade scale.‬

‭A =  90-100%‬
‭B =  80-89%‬
‭C =  70-79%‬
‭D =  60-69%‬
‭F =   0-59%‬



‭ASSESSMENT:‬‭This category includes all items used to measure a student’s‬
‭proficiency toward the learning standards once the student has had sufficient‬
‭practice and at a specified point in time. This category can include summative‬
‭tests, performance assessments, reports, unit or module assessments, quizzes,‬
‭long-term projects, short-term projects, presentations, capstone projects,‬
‭research papers, and lab reports.‬

‭COURSEWORK:‬‭This category includes formative work that provides students‬
‭with the opportunity to learn content and skills and to receive feedback on their‬
‭learning.  Coursework is assigned to provide meaningful, independent practice,‬
‭reinforce learning targets, and extend learning. This category can include in-class‬
‭assignments, exit tickets, checks-for-understanding, and daily activities.‬

‭PRACTICE:‬ ‭This category includes formative student‬‭work that a student‬
‭completes while in the process of learning specific skills.  Student work that is‬
‭done inside and outside of the classroom, such as classwork and homework, falls‬
‭into this category.‬

‭Category Weights‬‭(3rd-12th Grades Only)‬

‭Each category will be weighted as follows:‬
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‭Missing Work‬‭(3rd-12th grades)‬

‭An assignment is considered missing work when it is not submitted by the due date.‬

‭Missing work‬‭will be treated as such:‬

‭○‬ ‭The assignment will be marked with the “Missing” special code in the‬
‭gradebook‬

‭○‬ ‭A zero (“0”) will be entered as the score for the assignment in the gradebook‬
‭○‬ ‭No Evidence (NE) will be entered for the standards attached to the‬

‭assignment‬

‭Late Work‬

‭An assignment is considered late work when the assignment is not submitted by the‬
‭due date that was established but is submitted within the parameters listed below.‬

‭For‬‭Late Work‬‭to be accepted, students must meet the‬‭following parameters:‬
‭●‬ ‭Assignment is not due within the class period‬
‭●‬ ‭Assignment is not a timed activity (such as a Quick-at!耄瀀々怅瀅耄瀄者စ瀅怀々�者怅瀀々!耈�








