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3. Circular 
 
Definition: The circular type of ending is when the end of a story ties back to the beginning. It’s usually when 
the character ends up back where they started. Perhaps the MC had an opportunity to take a new route into 
their future, but they decide - after the course of events in the story - to return to their old ways… with a 
newfound insight on a better life, despite returning to their roots. 
 
Best For: This ending is most often used in character-driven novels or literary novels. 
 
Examples: Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell, The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern, The Chronicles of Narnia by 
C.S. Lewis 



6. Cliffhanger 

 

Definition: The cliffhanger is an ending that leaves the reader begging for more. Things 

are left unresolved. It’s a very controversial type of ending. Most readers hate it. Editors 

too. Make sure there’s a good reason for ending this way. It leaves the reader with a bad 

taste in their mouth and often won’t return to that author’s books anymore. It’s a whole 

lot less pleasant than the interpretive ending. 
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