


Please also consider the at home practice space.  Do you have a music stand?  Do you have a space to designate as 
practice space?  Is there a particular time of day that is best for practicing?  Taking the time to set-up the practice space at 
home will really help with the success of your student! 
 
Additional Suggestions:  The following items are not required, but would be beneficial.  
 Private lessons provide the opportunity for one-on-one instruction & are encouraged for all students playing a musical 

instrument.   
o During a private lesson, a skilled musician shares his or her knowledge and expertise with a student who 

plays the same instrument. Since lessons are one-on-one, the teacher tailors instruction to your child’s unique 
& specific strengths & weaknesses. During the weekly lesson, the private teacher will assist the student, 



 
Students who choose to be “out of uniform” for performances risk one of the following: loosing points, being asked to not 
perform, or having to call their parents/guardians for appropriate attire to be brought. Uniform is part of the district 
instrumental ensemble curriculum. 
 
Tax Credit: It is highly encouraged for parents to participate in the Arizona State Tax Credit Program through the Deer 
Valley Unified School District. This tax credit money can be donated to the orchestra program, and parents receive 100% 
of the money back through taxes returns dollar for dollar. We have a limited budget to purchase instruments, music & 
supplies. Tax credit donations make it possible to purchase these items & more. 
 
Communication: It is crucial that teachers, parents, & students maintain open lines of communication.  Contact 
information is provided at the end of this handbook for questions or concerns. I send emails often with important 
information about upcoming events. Please be sure to check your email regularly. I also use Canvas for posting 
announcements and assignments. Please be sure to check Canvas regularly as well. 
 
Students with a positive attitude, personal responsibility, & self-discipline will have a quality learning experience. Each 
student will feel the satisfaction of accomplishment through regular attendance, good conduct, care of school property, & 
preparation of music/assignments during class. Most students are able to achieve these expectations without difficulty. 
 
 Asking for help – It is important to be prepared & not wait until the last minute for help. You may not know how to 


