
Drum Sessions Books 1 and 2 by Peter O’Gorman (Neil A. Kjos Music Company edition numbers 151DCT and 152DCT). Much of this Mini-Method’s content is excerpted from Book 1.

Learning to play drum set is fun and exciting. �is Mini-Method will give you the solid foundation you need to 
continue your drum set studies for many years to come. 

Best wishes,

	 Bruce Pearson	 Ryan Nowlin  
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  Set-Up

1) Set up the kit roughly as shown in the photograph (set-up varies between drum kits). Begin by positioning the bass 
drum and a�aching the pedal, then position the snare drum, toms, cymbals, hi-hat, and throne in relation to one 
another. To prevent the kit pieces from moving when you play, set up on a rug or carpeted surface.

2) Adjust the throne height so that a) when seated, your thighs are almost parallel to the �oor and b) when your feet are 
resting on the bass drum and hi-hat pedals, your lower legs are angled away from your body.

3) Adjust the tension of the bass drum pedal so 
that it can support your relaxed foot but still 
move easily. 

4) Adjust the snare drum stand so that the drum’s 
top rim is approximately waist high when you 
are seated on the throne.

5) Adjust the hi-hat cymbals so that a) the bo�om 
cymbal is six to ten inches above the top rim 
of the snare drum and b) the cymbals are 
approximately one inch apart when the pedal

	 is at rest (up).
6) Adjust the rest of the kit elements so that every drum and cymbal surface is within comfortable reach and is easy to 

play. You want to be able to move around the kit without unnecessary motion and be able to play in a relaxed fashion. 
7) Place the music stand near the hi-hat and adjust the height so that you can see both the music and your director. You 

may need to rotate the entire kit to allow for a comfortable sightline.
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	 counting	 1	 2	 3	 4
	other counting

1. Quarter Note Ride	 �XPractice �rst with your right hand on ride cymbal or closed hi-hat, and then with your le  		
		  hand on closed hi-hat. Sit up straight on the throne, but remain relaxed.
�� �XAlso try riding on hi-hat with the shoulder of the stick striking the edges of both hi-hat 		
		  cymbals simultaneously.

�Q��right hand ride 	
�Q��le  hand ride 	

2. Basic Quarter Note Ride/Snare Coordination Patterns	 �XRepeat each pa�ern several times at di£erent		
		  tempos. Use a metronome.

�Q��right hand ride, le  hand snare
�Q��le  hand ride, right hand snare
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